
Algebra 1: Principles of Secondary Mathematics Getting Started

Plan, Implement, Explain

Throughout Algebra 1, your student will be using the Plan, Implement, Explain method. This is a
problem-solving method that will help your student take a step-by-step approach to each
problem they’re presented with.

The steps that make up the Plan, Implement, Explain method are written right into the name, so
it’s easy for you and your student to remember that when problem solving they will: “Plan,”
“Implement,” and “Explain.”

As you can see, the Plan, Implement, Explain method is a great way to help your student learn
how to approach problems.
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But if this feels like a lot to remember, don’t worry. Your student will be shown how to use this
method for different problem-types throughout Algebra 1. And as your student progresses, they
may be asked to only show one or two of the steps.

The goal of Plan, Implement, Explain is not that your student will write each step out for
every single problem. The goal is to give them a foundation that makes problem solving
more approachable.

As they gain confidence in their math journey they can use the parts of the Plan, Implement,
Explain method that work best for them.
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